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Culture and multicultural dialog play 

a huge role by building understand-

ing between nations. The strategic 

role of culture for social, human and 

economic development is especially 

important for countries in transition. 

Therefore the Eastern Partnership 

recognises the value of cultural co-

operation and inter-cultural dialogue 

as an integral part of all external pol-

icies. The Eastern Partnership (EaP) is 

an EU foreign policy launched in 

2009 and addressed to six countries 

in Eastern Europe: Armenia, Azerbai-

jan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and 

Ukraine. The support for democratic 

changes  is  to strengthen the ca-

pacity of the cultural sector in the re-

gion and enhance the role of culture 

as a force for reform, promotion of 

tolerance. Involvement in coopera-

tion civil society, local and regional 

institutions, and non-governmental 

organization (NGOs) is an additional 

value here.  Therefore the Eastern 

Partnership is being built as a cultural 

project, which makes the EaP relia-

ble and capable of dynamic devel-

opment. The aim of the paper is to 

present the role and significance of 

cultural projects for social develop-

ment of the states in transition. Expe-

rience of the Central European states 

such as Poland, the Czech Republic, 

Slovakia and Hungary shows that all 

of them experienced  culture sector 

crisis during the transition period at 

the turn of the 1980s and 1990s. 

Support for cultural initiatives, for 

broadly understood cultural sector 



seems to be equally important as 

well as support for political and eco-

nomic changes. The following as-

sumptions will be analysed: the East-

ern Partnership Culture Programme, 

its possibilities for development of a 

civil society in six countries. Strength-

ening of bilateral cooperation be-

tween the partners is the main objec-

tive of EaP , therefore cooperation at 

the bilateral level will be analized on 

the example of Poland, which has re-

lied on its own experiences of eco-

nomic, political and social transfor-

mation. Polish initiatives if cultural 

and educational cooperation with 

the EaP states will be also shown (for 

example: Eastern Partnership Cultural 

Congress, grant Ministry of foreign Af-

fairs for NGOs form East Europe). 

Moreover, difficulties, which mainly 

result from the historic events, stereo-

types and prejudice, will also be indi-

cated.  

 


