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The paper analyzes through a histor-

ical institutional perspective how 

some critical events contributed to 

the shaping of the Swedish political 

culture and in particular the relation-

ship between civil society organiza-

tions and interest groups and the 

state. It is argued in the present study 

that how the Anglosaxon preachers 

inspired the organization of new 

evangelical churches also influenced 

how the labour movement came to 

model their local organizations. His-

torical studies show how both ideas 

about political behavior and organi-

zational structures were transferred 

between organizations through over-

lapping leadership at the local level. 

The institution of a pre-democratic 

form of political representation was 

developed in the relationship be-

tween interest groups and members 

of parliaments. The power-balance 

in this relationship shifted through 

changes in the electoral system. This 

relationship is argued to have influ-

enced Sweden into becoming an in-

put democracy with focus on con-

sensus rather than conflict with ef-

fects in contemporary politics. This 

paper will contribute to the under-

standing of how the temporal order 

of events and the shaping of political 

institutions may have lasting impact 

on the political culture. 

 

 

 

 


