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• 1st conceptual wave: NRRs help secure Greenland’s status 

as part of the Danish realm. 
• In Greenland more than 20 different mines have operated in the past150 years and 

include graphite (Amitsoq, lvittuut); cryolite (Ivittuut: I854-1987); lead-zinc (Mestersvig: 

1956-1963); zinc, lead and silver (Maarmorilik:1973-90). 

• The Josva mine and smelter at Innatsiaq produced 60 tons of copper between 1905-14. 

• The Qullissat mine, on the east coast of Disko, produced 570,000 tons of coal between 

1924-1972 (GEUS: 2014). 

 

  

 

   SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS: POSITIVE 

Coal mining at Qullissat, 1907 

Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qaarsut 

Old mining shaft at Qullissat  

Photo © Esther Kokmeijer 

Source:http://mvfram.blogspot.dk/2013/06/a-paradice-of-ice.html  
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• Second conceptual wave:  

• NRRs assist in achieving greater independence 

  
 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS: LARGELY POSITIVE 
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Third conceptual 

wave.  

NRRs: jobs, taxes, 

royalties, training, 

new businesses  

AND  

migration, resource 

dependence, 

pollution 

 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS: POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE 
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                      ENERGY SECURITY:  
                      IEA SIMPLIFIED VIEW 
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Social impacts are conceived as failures to secure energy.  

 

“Short-term energy security focuses on the ability of the energy system to react 

promptly to sudden changes within the supply-demand balance. Lack of 

energy security is thus linked to the negative economic and social impacts of 

either physical unavailability of energy, or prices that are not competitive or 

are overly volatile.” (IEA: 2015) 

 

What about the social impacts incurred in the process of securing energy?    

 

 

NO OVERLAP OR LITTLE DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
ENERGY SECURITY AND SOCIAL IMPACT 
LITERATURES 
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Energy  security should be primarily a question of ethics. 

Before we talk about the need for increased energy security 

we must ask:  

• What is this energy for?  

• Who benefits?  

• What are the alternatives? 

• What are the social, environmental and  

    generational costs? (Sovacool, 2013: 3). 

Social impacts lit should inform ES lit 

4. CLOSING THE GAPS? 
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Without morality ”the tecnological pursuit of 

salvation can become a threat to our survival” 

(Noble: 1997: 208). 

WHY SHOULD WE 
CLOSE THE GAP? 
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EARLY DAYS FOR ENERGY SECURITY DISCOURSE 

https://books.google.com/ngrams/graph?content=Energy+Security%2C(Socio-

economic+impacts)%2CGreenland&year_start=1800&year_end=2008&corpus=15&smoothing=3&share=&direct_url=t1%3B%2CEnergy%20Security%3B%2Cc0%3B.t1%3B%2C%28Socio%20-

%20economic%20impacts%29%3B%2Cc0%3B.t1%3B%2CGreenland%3B%2Cc0  


